	
Walking in the Spirit - Stop Trying. Start Living.
Week 2: The Gospel of God's Presence  |  May 3, 2026
Primary Text: Ephesians 2:13-22

	
BIG IDEA: The gospel doesn't only forgive your sin; it restores your fellowship with God.
TENSION: We often settle for correct theology without real communion.
	
THIS WEEK: Trade one rushed prayer for 10 unhurried minutes of presence-focused prayer daily.



	
MESSAGE NOTES
	
Key Verse: "But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ." - Ephesians 2:13



1. The gospel is not only forgiveness - it is nearness (Eph. 2:13)
Sin did not only make us guilty; it made us far from God. Jesus brings us near by His blood, not our performance.
2. Jesus gives us access (Eph. 2:18)
Through the Son, in one Spirit, we have access to the Father. We are not sneaking in; we are coming home.
3. You are not a visitor - you are family (Eph. 2:19)
The gospel is not only courtroom language: "not guilty." It is household language: welcomed, adopted, and loved.
4. God does not just invite you in - He moves in (Eph. 2:22)
God makes His people a dwelling place by the Spirit. Positional nearness is finished; practiced communion is learned.
5. Walking in the Spirit means learning to abide (John 15:4-5)
Abiding is not hype. It is staying connected to Jesus in ordinary, daily dependence.
	
WHERE AM I SETTLING FOR DISTANCE?
☐ I believe in God, but avoid silence.
☐ I pray mostly emergency prayers.
☐ I live Monday-Saturday like it is all on me.
☐ I think God is disappointed, so I keep Him at arm's length.
☐ I consume spiritual content but neglect communion.
My honest answer:

                                                                                                                            
	
10-MINUTE PRESENCE PRAYER
• Arrive - 1 min: Phone down. Breathe. "Father, I'm here."
• Receive - 3 min: Read one passage slowly. Ask, "Lord, help me believe this."
• Respond - 3 min: Talk honestly. Thank, confess, name what you are carrying.
• Rest - 2 min: Sit quietly. Return to: "Father, I'm here."
• Obey - 1 min: Ask: "What are You inviting me to trust or obey today?"



SCRIPTURES FOR THE WEEK
Ephesians 2:13-18  |  Hebrews 10:19-22  |  John 15:4-5
Psalm 27:4  |  Romans 8:15-16
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
• Do I relate to God like a servant hoping I have done enough, or like a child who knows I am loved?
• What distraction, shame, control, or unbelief keeps me from communion with God?
• What is one act of obedience the Spirit is inviting me into this week?

	
	



	
Weekly Challenge: One rushed prayer traded for ten unhurried minutes. Daily.
Mon ☐   Tue ☐   Wed ☐   Thu ☐   Fri ☐   Sat ☐   Sun ☐
Prayer: Father, I come near through Jesus. Spirit, help me stay near.
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